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TEXT OF FUNK MINISTER'S STATEMENT ON SIHANOUK TRIAL 

Peking NCNA International Service in English 2335 GMT 23 Jul 70 B 

[Text] Hanoi, July 23 (HSINHUA}--Khieu Samphan, minister of national defence, Hau Yuan, 
minister of interior, communal reforms and cooperatives, and Hu Nim, minister of 
information and propaganda, of the Royal Government of National Union of Cambodia, 
recently issued a statement strongly condemning the reactionary Lon Nol-Sirik Matak 
clique for stagin~ the so-called "trial in absentia!! of Head of State Samdech 
Norodom Sihanouk, according to the VIET NAM NEWS AGENCY quoting the Information Bureau 
of the National United Front of Kampuchea. 

The statement said that when the people have not yet settled accounts with the 
reactionary Lon Nol-Sirik Matak clique for its traitorous criminal act of March 18 
which 15 detrimental to the people, this clique committed on July 5 as new crime 
and went further down the traitorous road detrimental to the people. The clique 
staged a so-called "trial in absentia ll of Samdech NorodGm Sihanouk, head of state of 
Cambodia and chairman of the National United Front of Kampuchea, and "sentenced" 
him lito death.1f 

This is an extremely insolent, odious and villainous act of the Lon Nol-Sirik Matak 
clique. By this farce of "triQ.I in absentia!! of Head of Sta.te Samdecr. Norodorn Sihanouk. 
this clique hoped to threaten the patriotism of the Cambodian people and shake their 
fighting determination as well as to cover the traitorous features and bloody crimes 
of the Cambodian reactionaries. 

The statement pointed out th8,t since Cambodia won independence, peace and neutral1 ty, 
the pro-American ultra-rightist clique headed by the fascist Lon Nol has always 
tried to push neutral cambodia on to the side of the Ur..ited States by all pOSSible 
means. 
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J TEl!T OF FUNK MINISTER'S STATEMENT ON SIHANOUK TRIAL 

Peking NCNA International Service in English 2335 GMT 23 Jul 70 B 

(Text] Hanol, July 23 {HSINHUA)--Khieu Samphan, minister of national defence; Hall Yuan, 
mlnister of interior, communal reforms and cooperatives, and Hu Nlm, minister of 
information and propaganda. of the Royal Government of Nationa.l Union of Cambodia, 
recently issued a statement strongly condemning the reactionary Lon Nol-Sirik Matak 
clique for staging the so-called Ittrial in absentia Fr of Head of State Samdech 
Norodom Sihanouk, according to the VIET NAM NEWS AGENCY quoting the Information Bureau 
of the National United Front of Kampuchea. 

The statement said that when the people have not yet settled accounts With the 
reactionary Lon Nol-Si~ik Matak clique for its traitorous criminal act of March 18 
which is detrimental to the people, this clique committed on July 5 as neW crime 
and went further down the trait~rous road detrlmental to the people> The clique 
staged a so-called "trial in absentia ll of Samdech Norodom Sihanouk; head of state of 
Cambodia and chairman of the National United Front of Kampuchea p and lisentenced fl 

him lito death. II 

This is an extremely insolent~ odious and villainous act of the Lon Nol-Sirik Matak 
clique. By this farce of IItriul in absentia II of Head of State Samdech Ncrodom Sihanouk, 
this clique hoped to threaten the patriotism of the cambodian people and shake their 
fighting determination as well as to cover the traitorous features and bloody crimes 
of the cambodian reactionaries, 

The statement pointed out tha.t since Cambodia won independence, peace and neutrality. 
the pro-American ultra-rightist cU.que headed by the faSci5t Lon Nol has always 
tried to push neutral Cambodia on to the side of the Ur.ited States by all possible 
means" 
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MilitarilYD they on the one hand fre:lziedly r;uppTe:;;sed the patrio';j,Q struggle C!!1C. 
m(lVement in defence of Cambodia iF,. genuine 1.ncJ.epe:nd O'Dee arA. neutr;::,li ty and on the 
other dld the':'r \!tmost tn collut1e with U"S~ i:m.perlalis;lI C2r.d 5er\l~ lts· ef!('Il""t to 
st;;mp out the !1,cvements of frate:'~"1al C01.lT"trie5 roy.· jl1~~tiCt~ 9 'l0.dep";'!·H~,.enr;e an:! freedom 0 

foliti~ally~ the~t formed cliques P.ltG set 1..'"0 their own f;,.ctior'.B <!'\:; hOine and me.d.e every 
effort for their.' clique to usu:"""P step by ster the .lmpnrta.r:.t depaZ""'Cments of state 
or.-gans" Ext€t'nal::'y~ they colluded w~,th" egged. ('aD she2tered and ba.('.k,ed up UQS o 

agents and pn:'fe1S5ion~1 subversive elements who had WOrlT.I€c'l. theil' lIlay into Cambc.1ia" 
The reae tionary Dap Chhoun and U ~S" lackey S,Cl'!'1 Ngc(; Thanh earned the vigorous ;support 
01' the Lon Nol~Sir1k Matak clique" EC(Jnomi(;~.lly. they always racked their brains 
to QPpose and undermine Cambodia!s independent econoroi.c lJ.ne o They held that' 
Cambodian economy should be dependent to the United States and $ubmit to the dictates 
of U oS .. dollal~" They lauded U.5" "aids II as the saviour of Cambodian economy ~ When 
the livelihood of the labouring people of all walks of life was daily worsening~ 
they vied with one another to amass wealth at the cost of the blood, sweat and tears 
of the people~ 

The statement added that far from settling accounts for the treacherous crimes
l 
perpetrated 

by the reactionary Lon Nol~Slrik Matak, clique in the past, they have committed numerous 
crimes since March l8 j 1970~ Before March 18, 1970~ t.he Lon Nol~Sirik Matak clique 
secretly colluded with the United States and camouflaged their collusion in various 
ways" Now they openly introduced the U .. S. aggressor troops and the troops of U .. S. 
lackey traitors Nguyen Van Thieu and Nguyen Cao Ky to invade our country 58 as to 
save themselves from ignominious doom.. The reactionary II free Khmer l1 troops have 
now become the backbone and supporters of the Phnom Penh reactionary clique" The Lon 
Ncl~Sirik Matak cll.que pra:i.5ed and encouraged their soldiers to kill our people. loot 
their property ~ burn dmm their houses and destroy temples ~ American bombs have 
destroyed many of o'ur vtlJaget, temples and scenic spots and ravaged our land .. Many 
of our innocent people and gem~~ ne patriots have been massacred by the U.,3 .. and 
Nguyen Van 'l'hieu~Nguyen Cao Ky aggressor troops and the reactlonary troops of the 
Lon Nol-Sirik Matak C,;J.iqueo Wf! oannot enumerate the crimes they have committed and 
are now commj tting on our beloved land .. 

The statement said: The Lon Nol-Sirik Mat:k clique cannot reverse truth and falsehood 
and change patriots into traitors. They and they alone are traitors to the country 
who must face trial by 0:ur peClple anC'. historYe 

The statement sai.d: We solemnly refute the Lon Nol cliquets unlawful verdict against 
Samdech the Head or State and sternly warn them against their crimes committed against 
our people ~ 

The statement concluded by calling on all the armed forces and people of Cambodia to 
close their ranks around the National United Front of Kampuchea with Head of State 
Samdech Norodom Slhanouk a5 the chalrman j hold still higher the glorious militant 
banner of the National United Front$ advance re601utely to overthrow the Lon Nol=S1rik 
Matak puppet regime and build an independent, peaceful, neutral~ democratic and 
prosperous Cambodia. 


